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October 28, 2018 

 

 
TREE OF LIFE  
 
Friends– 
  
With a heavy heart, Tanenbaum condemns the violence that erupted yesterday morning at the Tree of 
Life Synagogue near Pittsburgh. At least eleven are dead. Families irrevocably shattered. At least six 
injured. And a shooter who was reportedly making anti-Semitic comments as this slaughter unfolded. 
 
The scale and gravity of this attack, coming only a week after bomb threats, scares all of us—as 
Americans and as individuals from a variety of minority religious tradition in our diverse country. This 
shooting is part of a larger pattern in which people are being targeted for their beliefs—religious and 
also social and political. 
 
Bigotry and violence have no place in America. The discourse that divides, dehumanizes and demeans 
civility lays the groundwork for violence. That is why we must all stand shoulder to shoulder with those 
who exercise their sacred right to pray together, to practice their faith, to peacefully assemble, and to 
advocate for their beliefs. 
  
Tanenbaum strongly urges all communities and groups to reject the violence of hate and the discourse 
that breeds it. This includes the anti-Semitism so horrifically visible at the Tree of Life Synagogue. Our 
hearts are with all those who lost loved ones and were injured. Our commitment is to you and to our 
national values. 
 
We stand—always—for a world that respects and protects our differences—including our different 
ways of believing. 


