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Tanenbaum Condemns Explosion at
Sikn Temple in Germany

Tanenbaum condemns an apparently deliberate explosion at a Sikh temple in Essen, Germany. There, the
explosion occurred at a community gurdwara, while classes for children were being held along with cele-
brations for the Sikh festival of Vaisakhi. A masked man was seen fleeing the scene, and three arrests have
been made. The Independent has reported that police are investigating the explosion as a deliberate at-
tack, although “there are no indications it was a terrorist incident”.

“We are saddened to hear about the explosion at Essen’s Sikh temple. Such acts of violence are terrifying
and designed to be so,” noted Tanenbaum CEO Joyce Dubensky. “Regardless of motive, violent acts such
as this latest explosion are intended to kill people and then spread fear and distrust within and among
communities. At Tanenbaum, we therefore condemn both the crime and the intention to terrorize people in
Germany and across the globe.”

Though this is the first attack in Europe’s recent history that a Sikh gurdwara has been targeted, commu-
nity members are anxious following the explosion.

“We may not be able to stop such deliberate acts of violence by ourselves. But we can stop the societal
conditions that contribute to people believing that discrimination, violence and even terrorism are accepta-
ble. We can end the use of stereotypes and the public and political rhetoric that dehumanizes others —
through early education and by promoting civility and compromise when disagreements arise.” Dubensky
continued, “Maybe then, less people will be drawn into ideologies that fuel hate crimes and terrorism.”

Tanenbaum is a secular, non-sectarian nonprofit that systematically dismantles religious violence and hatred
through Peacemakers in armed conflicts and by tackling religious bullying of students, harassment in work-
places and disparate health treatment for people based on their beliefs. More information about
Tanenbaum’s offerings can be found here: https://tanenbaum.org/
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