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Imagine...a more peaceful world that respects difference.
We are committed to making that vision a reality.

August 16, 2016

Call for Justice in Queens Killing

Dear Friends,

Religious leader Imam Maulama Akonjee and his associate, Thara Uddin, prayed together at the Al-Furgan
Jame Mosque in Queens before walking outside into the sunlight. Minutes later, they were executed, leav-
ing a community, and a nation, in fear, anger and mourning.

We can’t begin to imagine how a person becomes a cold-blooded killer, possessed by such hatred that
they are brazen enough to execute people on a summer afternoon. We may never understand the
real motive, but we know the heart-wrenching impact that the deaths of these two men is
having on our community.

Not only were they abruptly taken from their families, neighbors and the Al-Furgan Jame Mosque, but the
horrific crime is fueling anxiety in Queens and across the nation. Everywhere you look, people are on edge
because of rhetoric in the media, hate crimes and acts of terrorism (perpetrated by individuals of varied
religions and beliefs). The result is mistrust and division.

This is where we all need to step in, to stand together and not allow fear to break our
neighborhoods apart. As a unified group of individuals from different religious and belief traditions,
cultures and ethnicities, our call for justice is louder than the fear. It’s time to stand tall and be loud!

In solidarity,

Joyce S. Dubensky
CEO, Tanenbaum

Mark E. Fowler
Deputy CEO, Tanenbaum
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